
Social Studies Courses 

World History  

# 4100  9th-12th  1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Covers history and development of 

a variety of world civilizations past and present. Provides 

a basis for comparison of various ways of life and cultural 

patterns and an understanding of the way these patterns 

occurred over time. Major topics examined are The Rise 

of Civilizations, Flowering of Civilizations, Regional 

Civilizations, Emergence of the Modern World, Age of 

Revolution, Industry and Nationalism, World in Conflict, 

World Wars, and the Contemporary World. (Social 

Studies credit) 

 

World History Honors 

# 4110  9th-12th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Teacher recommendation 

Course Description: Gives students an overview of 

development and history of a variety of world cultures 

past and present. Provides basis for comparison of diverse 

ways of life and cultural patterns and an understanding of 

the way these patterns occurred over time. Major topics 

examined are The Rise of Civilizations, Flowering of 

Civilizations, Regional Civilizations, Emergence of the 

Modern World, Age of Revolution, Industry and 

Nationalism, World in Conflict, World Wars, and the 

Contemporary World. Students must meet the high 

expectations of this Honors Course by demonstrating 

mastery of the course objectives. Close reading of the 

textbook, class participation, collaboration, as well as 

application of knowledge and completion of projects will 

be required. (Social Studies credit) 

 

AP World History 

# 4150  9th-12th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Teacher recommendation 

Course Description: AP World History is a rigorous 

college level course designed to explore human history 

from 8000 B.C.E. to the present and to develop a greater 

understanding of the evolution of global processes and 

interactions among different types of human 

societies over the centuries. Readings include a college-

level world history textbook, diverse primary sources, and 

secondary sources by historians and scholars interpreting 

the past.  The course provides opportunities for students 

to demonstrate command of course themes and key 

concepts through activities and assignments where 

students use their knowledge of detailed and specific 

relevant historical developments and processes including 

names, chronology, facts, and events. The course provides 

balanced global coverage, with Africa, the Americas, 

Asia, Oceania and Australia, and Europe all represented 

and provides opportunities for students to develop 

coherent written arguments that have a thesis supported by 

relevant historical evidence. A special emphasis will be 

given to preparation for the National AP Exam, including 

historical writing through essay and document-based 

questions (DBQs) as well as objective evaluations. (Social 

Studies credit) 

Fee: AP National Exam, optional 

 

 

 

 

 

World Geography 

# 4120  9th-12th  1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): None 

Course Description: Provides exploration of our world 

through investigation of physical and human geography. 

Students use geographic concepts to study specific nations 

and regions with an emphasis on understanding 

interactions between humans and their environment. 

(Social Studies credit) 

 

World Geography Honors 

# 4130  9th-12th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Teacher recommendation 

Course Description: Provides an exploration of our 

world and human relationships. Students use higher order 

thinking skills to ask geographic questions, research and 

present geographic data, and make generalizations based 

on this data. As they become culturally aware of the 

world's inhabitants, students formulate opinions and make 

judgments and recommendations. Course incorporates a 

variety of cooperative and individual learning 

experiences. (Social Studies credit) 

 

AP Human Geography 

# 4140  9th-12th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Co-enrollment in English 1 Pre-AP 

recommended and teacher approval 

Course Description: Provides students with analytical 

skills and factual knowledge about Human Geography. 

Covers TEKS for World Geography at accelerated pace 

and emphasizes the following AP Human Geography 

topics: Nature and Perspectives of Geography, 

Population, Cultural Patterns and Processes, Political 

Organization of Space, Agricultural and Rural Land Use, 

Industrialization and Economic Development, and Cities 

and Urban Land Use. Preparation for AP test included. 

Students who score well on the national exams may place 

out of three college credit hours. (Social Studies credit) 

Fee: AP National Exam, optional 

 

U. S. History  

#4210  11th  1 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): none 

Course Description: Incorporates study of significant 

people, issues, and events through an investigation of 

authentic documents, art, and music. Course will briefly 

review Revolutionary and Civil War eras but will focus on 

Reconstruction to the present. Two projects per semester 

will be required. (Social Studies credit) 

 

U. S. History Honors 

# 4220  11th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): teacher recommendation 

Course Description: Enhances students' ability to look 

critically at historical sources. By examining facts and 

viewpoints, students learn to evaluate evidence, analyze 

reasoning, and see underlying assumptions. Additional 

opportunities for role-playing, simulations, and 

independent research will be provided. Course will briefly 

review Revolutionary and Civil War eras but will focus on 

Reconstruction to the present. A summer assignment is 

required. (Social Studies credit) 

 

 

 

 



U. S. History AP 

# 4230  11th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Pre-AP/AP English highly 

recommended and teacher approval 

Course Description: Designed to provide students with 

analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal 

critically with concepts in United States history, from 

discovery to settlement of the New World to the present. 

This course prepares students for intermediate and 

advanced college level courses by making demands upon 

them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory 

college courses. Students learn to assess historical 

material, to weigh evidence and interpretations presented 

in historical scholarship, to analyze primary sources, to 

take notes, and to write essay responses and analytical and 

research essays. Mastery on the AP test enables students 

to place out of three to six college credit hours.  This 

course is reading and writing intensive. A summer 

assignment is required. (Social Studies credit) 

Fee: AP National Exam, optional 

 

U. S. Government (Fall or Spring) 

# 4313  11th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): US History and Geography or World 

History 

Course Description: Examines political heritage, 

comparative political systems, the Constitution, civil 

liberties and civil rights, the three branches of 

government, Texas and local government, law and 

criminal procedures, political parties, campaigns, and the 

responsibilities of citizenship. (Social Studies credit) 

 

U. S. Government Honors 

# 4303  11th-12th  .5 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): US History and Geography or World 

History and Teacher approval 

Course Description: Gives students a perspective on 

government and politics in the United States. Includes 

both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. 

politics and the analysis of specific contemporary 

examples. It also requires students to familiarize 

themselves with various institutions, groups, beliefs, and 

ideas that constitute our political system. Major topics to 

be examined are Foundations of Government, Civil 

Liberties and Rights, Political Behavior, Government by 

the People, The Legislative Branch, The Executive 

Branch, The Judicial Branch, Comparative Political and 

Economic Systems, Participating in Texas State and Local 

Government, Foreign Affairs, and Current Issues. 

Students must meet the high expectations of this honors 

course and demonstrate mastery of the course objectives. 

This involves close reading of the text, class participation, 

collaboration, acquisition of knowledge, and application 

of current world events and history. Projects required. 

(Social studies credit) 

 

U. S. Government and Politics AP 

# 4321  11th-12th  .5 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): US History and Geography or World 

History and Teacher approval 

Course Description: Includes both the study of general 

concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of 

specific examples. Requires familiarity with the various 

institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. 

politics. Topics presented include Constitutional 

Underpinnings of U.S. Government, Political Beliefs and 

Behaviors, Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass 

Media, Institutions of National Government, Public 

Policy, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. Preparation for 

the AP test is included. Additionally, state and local topics 

are incorporated to meet Texas requirements for 

graduation. A student scoring well may place out of three 

college credit hours. (Social Studies credit) 

Fee: AP National Exam, optional 

 

U. S. Government Dual Enrollment/ Blinn American 

Government 

# 4323  11th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): Acceptable TSI scores or the ability to 

exempt TSI; student and parent must sign contract for 

class; Senior standing & teacher approval 

Course Description: A study of the organization, 

functions, and administration of the several branches and 

agencies of the national government, including a study of 

the federal constitution. The primary factors considered 

relate to the three branches of government–judicial, 

executive, and legislative— historical documents 

including the Constitution and Declaration of 

Independence, events that shaped our nation, and current 

events. Emphasis will be placed on the interaction of these 

subsystems. Upon successful completion of this semester- 

long course, the student will earn three (3) hours of college 

Government credit, as well as his or her high school senior 

Government credit. (Social Studies credit) 

Fee: Blinn tuition/textbooks, students purchase 

 

Online Government 

# 4313OL 11th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): US History and Geography or World 

History 

Course Description: Online Government incorporates all 

the same elements and curriculum of our regular 

government class but is presented via on-line lessons, 

discussion, and quizzes.  Students must have access to a 

computer and internet. Students will be required to attend 

a preliminary orientation and take exams and other major 

assessments at school. (Social Studies credit) 

 

Economics 

# 4333  11th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): US History and Geography or World 

History 

Course Description: Provides general understanding of 

U.S. Economic activities; basic differences between 

capitalism, socialism, and communism; the influence of 

American ideals of democratic government, laws, 

customs, and institutions on free enterprise; and 

familiarization with basic economic terms. Six-week 

project required. (Social Studies credit) 

 

Economics Honors 

# 4343  11th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): US History and Geography or World 

History and Teacher Approval 

Course Description: Consists of concepts included in 

Economics, listed above, as well as financial stability for 

the individual.  Intensive projects covering a variety of 

economic activity are required for this class. (Social 

Studies class) 

 

 

 



AP Microeconomics 

# 4363  11th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): US History and Geography or World 

History, teacher approval 

Course Description: AP Microeconomics looks at the 

decision-making power of the individual and their impact 

on the economy.  Strong math skills are encouraged, 

although not required for this class.  This class will 

prepare students for the Microeconomics AP Exam.  AP 

Microeconomics meets state economics credit for 

graduation. (Social Studies credit) 

Fee: Workbook fee may be required; AP National Exam, 

optional 

 

Economics Dual Enrollment/Blinn Principals of 

Economics 

# 4353  11th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): Acceptable TSI scores or the ability to 

exempt TSI; student and parent must sign contract for 

class; Senior standing & teacher approval 

Course Description: A study of the macroeconomic 

principles with emphasis on national income analysis and 

theory, monetary and fiscal policy, stabilization policy, 

economic growth and development, and public finance. 

Upon successful completion of this semester long course, 

the student will earn three (3) hours of college Economics 

credit, as well as his or her high school senior Economics 

credit. (Social Studies credit) 

Fee: Blinn tuition/textbooks, students purchase 

 

Online Economics 

# 4333OL 11th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): US History and Geography or World 

History 

Course Description: Online economics incorporates all 

the same elements and curriculum of our regular 

economics class but is presented via on-line lessons, 

discussion, and quizzes.  Students must have access to a 

computer and internet. Students will be required to attend 

a preliminary orientation and take exams and other major 

assessments at school. (Social Studies credit) 

 

Sociology 

# 4613  9th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): none 

Course Description: Provides an introductory look at the 

dynamics of individual and group relationships. Examines 

the history of sociology, cultural and social norms, social 

institutions, deviance, criminology, and other social 

problems. (Elective Credit) 

 

Psychology 

# 4513  11th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): Junior or Senior in standing 

Course Description: Provides an explanation of how 

humans behave and their mental processes. Includes the 

history of psychology as well as new concepts in sleep, 

dreaming, memory, the brain, intelligence, and 

psychological disorders. 

*Students may not take both Psychology and AP 

Psychology. (Elective Credit) 

 

 

 

 

 

AP Psychology 

# 4530  11th-12th  1 credit  5.0 

Prerequisite(s): Social Studies teacher recommendation 

Course Description: This course will introduce students 

to the systematic study of behavior and mental processes.  

Students are introduced to the scientific method as applied 

in behavioral sciences. Students will take an in-depth look 

at psychology as a behavioral and cognitive science 

through such topics as neuroscience; sensation and 

perception; states of consciousness; learning; memory; 

language, thought and intelligence; motivation and 

emotion; developmental psychology; personality theories; 

psychological disorders and therapy techniques; social 

psychology; and statistics. A student who scores well on 

the AP test may place out of three college credit hours. 

(Elective Credit) 

Fee: AP National Exam, optional 

 

Personal Financial Literacy  

# 4623  10th-12th  .5 credit  4.0 

Prerequisite(s): none 

Course Description: Personal Financial Literacy will 

develop citizens who have the knowledge and skills to 

make sound, informed financial decisions that will allow 

them to lead financially secure lifestyles and understand 

personal financial responsibility. It includes instruction in 

methods of paying for college and other postsecondary 

education and training along with completing the free 

application for federal student aid (FAFSA). Students will 

analyze the relationship between education and training 

and earnings potential; evaluate the quality of potential 

college, postsecondary education, and training courses; 

evaluate the total cost of these programs; and analyze the 

advantages and disadvantages of various sources of funds 

to pay for their education. (Elective Credit) 

 


